
Tell us why you want to be a HS Insider summer intern this year. What would you like to 

learn from the experience? What do you think you could add to our intern team and the 

Times? (2,500 characters with spaces ~400 word~ maximum). 

I want to be a HS Insider summer intern this year because it would provide me with the 

opportunity to learn how one of the most highly respected newspapers in the country operates. 

Working for the Times would surely be an eye-opening experience, as it would also allow me to 

see how the journalists I aspire to be like succeed. This internship would help to strengthen my 

writing skills as well as open me up to new ideas, being around hundreds of great minds each 

day. As I would learn new skills from my peers, I am sure they would learn from me. 

After one year on my school’s newspaper staff, I was promoted to Editor-In-Chief because of my 

passion for journalism. Something that sets me apart from other journalists my age is my 

experience with music journalism. I have spent much of my high school career making contacts 

with publicists and reporting, reviewing, and photographing concerts of all sizes across 

California. Soon, after making tight connections with these people, they began to set up 

interviews with up-and-coming bands for me.  

After chasing these opportunities, I have developed strong communication skills. These are 

skills I am certain would be essential to any aspiring journalist, especially other interns at the 

Times. As an intern, I am confident that I would teach my peers to not be afraid and to be 

persistent in pursuing a story that they want to tell, no matter how many roadblocks are in their 

way. I am confident that I would teach my peers that being kind and smiling will open more 

doors than putting on a powerful façade. I am confident that I would teach my peers that talking 

to people is one of the most exciting parts of journalism, not one of the scariest.  

Most of all, I am confident that my peers at the Times would teach me how to uncover stories I 

would have never thought to tell, and how to write so that my words may be memorable.  

For all of these reasons, and many more than cannot fit in the 400-word limit, working with the 

LA Times as a HS Insider summer intern would be a dream come true. 

Pitch a local arts story affecting your school or neighborhood. For example, this could be 

a new program in your school, an unknown muralist, your wish to have more arts 

programming or a poet you adore. How would you tell the story (video, photography, 

social media)? Why do you think Times’ readers should know about this? (2,500 

characters with spaces ~400 word~ maximum). 

Loud drums, police sirens, and an eruption of voices are heard from one doomed household 

every Friday night in the San Fernando Valley. The house is never the same, but the occasion 

always is.  

The local garage-punk scene has taken an unusually strong root in the Valley, hosting house 

parties that would horrify any parent. At these events, which the party goers have deemed 

“shows,” local bands perform and high school students socialize.  

These shows are notorious for supplying hard drugs, alcohol, and cigarettes to teens. Once the 

party is over, the house is almost always demolished, being left with torn wallpaper and spray-

painted furniture.  

Those who attend are known for having harsh, loud styles. Some arrive with bright orange 



mohawks. Others have safety pins fastened through their noses, a homemade septum piercing 

of sorts.  

Telling this story would be done through an article explaining how these parties started, and 

about how the event planners use social media to discretely advertise these “shows.” The article 

would not only interview the masterminds behind these events, but the bands that perform as 

well. In a dangerous and illegal element, it would be fascinating to hear the band members’ 

experiences with an audience that only wants to use them as background music for their mosh 

pits.  

As music is not the only form of art that is present at these shows, a photojournalism series 

would accompany the article, documenting the fashion. Using a 35mm film camera, or through 

manipulating the white balance and exposure levels on a DSLR, the photos would give these 

teens the vintage-punk aesthetic they try so hard to achieve.  

In telling this story, I would have no intent of dismembering this newly-formed community or of 

exposing its members to trouble. Instead, I would tell their story, and give readers an insight into 

their incredibly unique Friday nights.  
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